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German U-boats sank all shipping 
to England, regardless of flag 

Telegram between Foreign 
Ministry in Berlin and German 
Embassy in Mexico intercepted 

Germans offered support to 
Mexico if it conquered Texas, 
New Mexico & Arizona 

Led directly to U.S. declaration of 
war on Germany 

U.S. broke off diplomatic 
relations with Germany as a result 

 
Unrestricted 
submarine 

warfare 

Goal was to starve England into 
submission 

German Embassy warned 
passengers not to sail on 
Lusitania 

Sunk by German sub; 114 
Americans killed 

 
 

Sinking of 
Lusitania 

U.S. outraged that Germans sank 
neutral civilian ship on purpose 

 
 

Zimmermann 
Telegram 

 
 

Why America 
entered the war 
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